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From the Executive  
Director

From the Executive  
Supervisor

I will never forget the 

Wednesday nights  

as a senior walking 

across the Diag at the  

University of Michigan, 

back from the Basic 

Christianity Course.  

I had spent my college 

days keeping God in 

my orbit, but stiff-

arming him from the 

center of my life. “Basic 

Christianity. How threatening could that be?” I thought.  

It would allow me to pursue more of God in my life 

without costing me much, or so I thought. Those walks 

back across the Diag seem to me to be a taste of what 

the disciples on the road to Emmaus must have felt:  

a burning excitement growing within me as I was drawn 

to the person of Jesus Christ. That course eventually  

led me to an intentional surrender to One who has yet 

to disappoint.

"Did not our hearts burn  
within us when he opened  
our hearts to the Scriptures?"
LUKE 24:32

I think about my experience often when I work with 

leaders and staff in UCO. The college years are so ripe 

for hearing the good news of the gospel. Decisions 

made then set a trajectory that impacts generations. 

Every college student  

is seeking something: 

happiness, money, 

fame, a degree, a boy- 

friend or girlfriend, 

direction… the list goes 

on. What most college 

students don’t know is 

that someone is seek-

ing them. Jesus Christ 

came to seek and save 

the lost! Jesus is ac-

tively pursuing every single student on your campus. From 

the partying frat brother to the valedictorian, Jesus desi-

res that all are saved and come to the knowledge of the 

truth. What if part of his plan involves you?

"For the Son of Man came to 
seek and save the lost."
LUKE 19:10

These are the opening lines of the UCO Playbook—the 

vision for mission that we share with every staffer and 

student missionary. College campuses today are in 

crisis. Anxiety, addiction, binge drinking, rampant sexual 

assault, promiscuity, and muddy moral reasoning are 

just some of the challenges and temptations faced by 

students. In University Christian Outreach, we believe 

that we have the answer, and it’s 2,000 years old!  

Andrew Davignon Rosemary Thornton

As these young adults make decisions which will shape 

their lives, we desire to introduce them to the one who 

is the answer: Jesus Christ.

University Christian Outreach exists to respond to the 

Great Commission of Jesus Christ. What better place to 

reach our world than on college campuses? As UCO 

supporters, you are joining in our belief that if we can 

impact college students, we can impact the world. With 

your help, we can reach our goal of bringing Jesus 

Christ to college students on our campuses, forming 

them as mature, missionary disciples, and sending 

them out into the world to live the rest of their lives for 

God. You are our partners, supporters, and prayer  

warriors in this mission. Together, we can invite the  

next generation to Rise and Live!

We are still on campuses, still reaching students with 

talks, parties, events, and most importantly, relation-

ships. We continue to offer all the good news of  

love from One who is all love. And, like myself, many  

are hearing and responding, giving and receiving,  

knowing and being known.

Some things have changed over the decades since  

my time in UCO: we have gotten better at serving  

the current generation, are more attuned to building  

our programs for success, and learned how to raise  

up more staff. But the core of what we do and why has 

not changed, and I’m grateful. God is continuing to 

move with mercy and love to reach young men and 

women, inviting them to a life of adventure and  

hope, of purpose and service.
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University Christian Outreach is a strategic response to the Great  

Commission of Jesus Christ: changing campuses to change the world.

We build life-giving campus communities to reach university students 

and call them to respond to the gospel by putting their faith in Jesus 

and receiving new life in the Holy Spirit.

We form students into mature, lifelong, missionary disciples and send 

them into the world to build Christian communities and call all nations 

to rise and live.

“I have no silver and gold, but 
what I do have I give to you. In 

the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, rise up and walk!”

ACTS 3:6

OUR MISSION

University Christian Outreach does extraordinary work in strengthening the 

character and faith of the students who join it. I never cease to be impressed 

by the dedication of its staff and the fruitfulness of their labors.

Rabbi Mark S. Kinzer, Ph.D. 
CONGREGATIONAL LEADER,  
CONGREGATION ZERA AVRAHAM MESSIANIC SYNAGOGUE

UCO challenged me to make a choice for God and this has made all the 

difference in my life, especially in my work dealing with life, death, and 

suffering on a daily basis. If Christ himself hadn’t been made clear,  

I would not be able to do my job. 

Jane Lee, M.D.
PEDIATRIC EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN, CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL OF MICHIGAN
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Reach
We go on to campus and build friendships with students through social 

activities, meals in the dorms, sports outreach, and bible studies.

Call
We present students with the gospel and invite them to respond 

through personal testimony, evangelistic prayer meetings, and high-

impact retreats. 

Form
We invite students to intentionally live as disciples by joining our 

Formation Community. In our Formation Community, students commit  

to small groups, one-on-one mentorship, a discipleship course, and 

joining us in mission by leading an evangelistic bible study.

Send
We send students out into the world as life-long missionary disciples in 
their churches, cities, neighborhoods, and communities.

OUR STRATEGY

I left UCO knowing my true identity, a beloved daughter of Christ,  

and knowing what that was meant to look like. In a time when Christ-

like femininity is increasingly under attack, I don't think the importance  

of what I learned in UCO can be underestimated. 

Mary Rose Jordan
DIRECTOR & CO-FOUNDER, THE LOVELY COMMISSION

Brendan Murray, UCO Lansing Mission Director
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OUR RESULTS

UCO Prayer Meeting

My time in UCO was pivotal for my maturation as a Christian disciple. 

In those four years, I received excellent formation that truly prepared 

me for seminary and provided a fertile ground for the formation I 

now receive as a man preparing to be a Catholic priest.

Noah Thelen
SEMINARIAN, DIOCESE OF GRAND RAPIDS

UCO gave me a vision for what Christian life can be like: profound 

worship, formative discipleship, enduring relationships, and life- 

changing mission. I follow Jesus today because of UCO.

Christopher Diroff, M.D.
FAMILY MEDICINE RESIDENT, BEAUMONT HOSPITAL

635

$1.2 MILLION

185 120
Students reached  
and plugged in

Students attending 
weekly bible studies

Student missionaries formed

Total budgeted for 2017-2018

10 intentional Christian 
student households

16 new missionaries 
sent this year

Vancouver

Grand Rapids
Lansing

Ann Arbor

Pittsburgh

Maryland
Huntington

Miami

18 directors 
24 missionaries

42 total staff
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These are the consolidated UCO chapter budgets from across North America for the 2017-18 academic year.

Ministry Program and  
Event Income
$71,000

Institutional Fundraising
$365,000

Development
$75,000

Ministry Programs and Events
$178,000

Administration
$80,000

Missionary Support Raising
$504,000

Missionaries
$829,000

General Fundraising
$226,000

2017–18 UCO Budget

Income 
$1,166,000

Expenses
$1,162,000

43.2%

71.3%

6.9%

15.3%

6.5%

19.4%

31.3%

6.1%

Staff Pic

New UCO Missionaries for 2018-19

UCO excels at reaching college students with the gospel, helping them 

become fully devoted followers of Jesus, and challenging them to 

become spiritual leaders among their peers. They are some of the most 

spiritually mature Christian young people that I have encountered in my 

more than 30 years of work in higher education.

Thomas E. Bergler, Ph.D.
PROFESSOR OF MINISTRY AND MISSIONS, HUNTINGTON UNIVERSITY 
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I have always felt un-

rooted in my life. My 

parents, who are not 

Christians, divorced when 

I was 7. I spent life bounc-

ing between their houses 

in a 50/50 custody agree-

ment that made me feel 

more like property than a 

child. I became drastically 

lonely early on and at one 

point suicidal—this was before I had hit age 13. 

I found the Lord in high school through a boy I dated— 

it was long process, and one I didn’t know would make 

me start to feel even more alienated from my family 

and friends. After the relationship ended my sophomore 

year I realized my life and viewpoint had changed but 

nothing else had. With the baggage from my past, no 

church home, and still few true friends, I began to hold 

it all against the God I now know is real. 

Coming to college changed a lot of my outlook on this, 

but I still bounced around churches and a campus 

ministry—I began to fear I was destined to being alone 

and misunderstood, that somehow that was something 

God had chosen for me. My faith stagnated, and I 

couldn’t figure out why. As a first generation college 

student, I started to pursue, instead, a worldly success I 

had never seen before in my family through working. 

For awhile, it sustained. Still, I often fell short. The pro-

fessional failures hurt. 

I found UCO during one of the darker periods of my life. 

Everyone I met immediately felt uncharacteristically 

bright-eyed. I actually began to believe, in my first few 

meetings, that I had stumbled into a group of people I 

would never be able to hang around—they were far too 

holy for me. But those same people, praise the Lord, 

worked at proving otherwise. Fellow students and staff 

loved me and taught me to pursue a truth I had never 

fully accepted about myself: that I was loved and trea-

sured, by others, yes, but more importantly, by Jesus 

Christ himself. 

I’m more confident than I ever have been in my life 

thanks to Christ’s love for me and to those who love him 

so obviously in UCO. I believe that I’ve finally found a 

place to lay my roots. 

Alexea Hankin, 21 
Journalism Student | Michigan State University

Testimony: 

Planted Firm

During the three years I 

was a member of UCO Ann 

Arbor I saw tremendous 

growth in my faith. The 

Lord called me on through 

UCO in a gradual way: he 

brought consistency to my 

prayer life, which fueled 

my desire for mission, and 

that helped me to see the 

Lord’s provision and to trust his will for my life more.

Before UCO, my prayer life could best be described as 

sporadic. I would attend church on Sundays and pray 

inconsistently. As I dove deeper into UCO, I began to 

experience group prayer in prayer meetings and within 

household life. Through these group prayer times, I was 

inspired by the faith and consistency of others, which 

led me to be more consistent in my prayer times. I also 

experienced baptism in the Holy Spirit, which strength-

ened my desire for prayer and for a relationship with the 

Lord. In prayer, I really was able to find more of God’s 

love for me, as well as the drive and desire to share it 

with others.

Throughout my time in UCO, I have come to realize that 

every Christian is called to be on mission in some form. 

Earlier in my time in UCO, I was asked to lead a bible 

study, and I declined. I gave all kinds of excuses. I didn’t 

feel I was learned enough, wise enough, or holy enough. 

Through prayer and growing in relationship with the 

Lord, I later accepted the invitation to lead a bible study. 

I have also realized that mission is a radical call, but it is 

for all of us, for we as Christians are a radical people with 

a radical message that demands to be heard. The more I 

stepped out in mission, the more I saw the Lord’s provi-

sion, which helped me to trust him more.

For most of my life, I didn’t really consult the Lord for big 

decisions. UCO has helped me to grow in trusting him, 

and in March, I felt the Lord strongly calling me to stay 

around Ann Arbor after I graduate. At that time I already 

had a job offer in Chicago. With the support of my men’s 

group and through my times of personal prayer, I came 

to the decision that I needed to turn down the job in 

Chicago and pursue employment locally. With no other 

offers in hand and trusting that the Lord would provide,  

I turned it down and began applying for jobs once again. 

And provide, he did. I received three job offers in the Ann 

Arbor area and accepted one of them; the Lord was 

unequivocally calling me to stay.

I can undoubtedly say that UCO has had a tremendous 

impact on my faith journey. If there is anything I’ve 

learned in UCO it’s that there’s always more growing to 

do, more work to do, more ways to grow in faith, more 

people to reach, more ways to praise the Lord, and more 

chances to help others draw near to him. I have grown in 

faith during my time in UCO, but I know that there is 

more, and I can’t wait to see how the Lord will work in 

me in the years to come.

Testimony: 

How Daily Prayer Changed My Life

Navin Kathawa, 21
Computer Science Graduate | University of Michigan
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Looking at my time in  

the UCO Formation Com-

munity, I see one major 

change that sums up 

what has happened with 

my faith through my 

involvement: I went from 

being someone who  

was relatively passive in 

taking steps in my faith to 

someone who actively 

looks for ways to grow closer to God. To put it suc-

cinctly, I learned how to take responsibility for my faith.

Before coming around UCO, I had a love for God in my 

life that was cemented in me through the brilliant work 

of my hometown church. My love for God positioned 

me to want more of him in my life when I entered col-

lege… and oh boy, did I find it in UCO’s Formation Com-

munity. Very quickly, I was accepted into a group of 

college students who were truly trying to live their lives 

as radical disciples. But while my relationship with  

God was founded on an earnest and deep personal 

relationship, I still lacked much of the practical deve-

lopment needed to truly live my life for God. 

Formation gave me the structure to consistently grow  

in my relationship with God. Through this growth, I have 

been able to recognize changes in myself that may 

have never happened without being in this community.  

I went from someone who was too timid to talk about 

my faith with people when I was unsure about how they 

would receive it, to being bold enough to help a friend 

walk through the Gospel of Mark for the first time in  

his life. I went from attending bible studies and prayer 

meetings “when it worked out,” to helping lead a  

successful bible study and urging friends and peers to 

come to every prayer meeting with me. I went from 

having a friend who had fallen away from the Lord tell 

me straight up, “Travis, you’re a pretty bad evangelist,” 

to meeting with him one final time this year and hearing 

him say, “Travis, you’re a good evangelist.”

Now maybe those changes don’t sound very profound 

to some people, but in my life and to the people in it, 

the changes have been life giving. The changes I’ve 

seen come from a God that transforms by his love. God 

has used Formation to provide me with more avenues 

and beacons that lead me to go further in my rela-

tionship with him. My church was the community that 

helped instill love for my God and Formation has been 

the community that taught me most about how to  

love him.

Travis Wesenberg, 20 
Marketing Student | Michigan State University

Testimony: 

Faith in Formation 

I believed in God for most 

of my life but never truly 

had a personal a rela-

tionship with him as my 

Lord and Savior until re-

cently. I had started going 

to church in my senior year  

of high school. When I 

began my freshman year 

at the University of 

Maryland, I searched for a Christian group and found 

UCO. By the second semester I started going to events 

regularly and joined a small group with two other  

freshmen women. 

During this time, something was still holding me back.  

I still could not give my life fully to the Lord. I made 

some choices that made me question the type of young 

woman I was becoming and I didn't like it. Still, I chose 

to live with the darkness inside of me and could not be 

honest with myself or with those around me. 

In the summer of my sophomore year I attended the 

UCO Formation kick-off retreat. During the first worship 

time I got emotional thinking about the pain and  

frustration that was eating me up inside. In between 

songs the worship leader asked, "What is God calling 

you to let go of this year so that there are no more 

obstacles in your relationship with Jesus?" I felt God tell 

me, "It's okay Emily. Let go." He told me that he loved 

me, that he already forgave me and that he wanted me 

to trust him. I raised up my arms with tears strolling 

down my face and did just that. 

The Lord was pursuing me even when I didn't want to 

be pursued. He was watching over me as I went 

through the many hardships, heartbreak, and loss I 

experienced growing up. He knew my heart and worked 

in my life to lead me to this point. 

Now I proclaim that God is faithful, almighty, and ever-

lasting. What he has in store for us is so much greater 

and bigger than the things the world might have to offer. 

I recognize that my purpose on this Earth is to follow 

the King, to experience a personal relationship with him, 

and to invite others to do the same. I can now say that  

I love Jesus with my whole heart and I want to dedicate 

my life to knowing more of him and sharing the truth  

of the gospel.

Testimony: 

An Invitation to Trust

Emily Saari, 20
Politics and Public Policy Student | University of Maryland
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Pete Kogut 
(517) 898-5322

Proud supporter of UCO

www.simplifiedaccounting.com

(517) 882-2441

Thank You, Sponsors!

Christian and Sonya Cherniawski, Owners 
Proud UCO Lansing Alumni 

www.solcomm.com
Host of the 2018 UCO Winter Conference

Friend and Supporter of UCO 
(269) 624-6161 | miraclecamp.com

1419 E Michigan Ave, Lansing 
Next door to the UCO Missions office!

(513) 316-2377 | soupspooncafe.com

Serving the Lansing Community for 50 Years

(517) 484-0601 | gabrielscu.com
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